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General Accounting Offrce (GAO) will not review a proposed 
award by a second-tier suocontractor because the award is not 
by or for the government as is necessary for GAO to review 
subcontractor protests. 

DECISION 

Sygnetron Protection Systems, Inc. protests a proposed 
contract award under sollcltatlon No. LG-19005, Issued by 
Lockwood Greene, described by the protester as a subcontractor 
of E.I. Du Point DeNemours & Company operating tne Savannah 
River Nuclear Facility on behalf of the Department of Energy 
(DOE). Sygnetron contends that it was unfairly excluded from 
the biduers' list. 

Under our Bid Protest Regulations, we will not review 
subcontract awards except where the award of the subcontract 
is by or for the government. 4 C.F.R. 9: 21.3(f)(lO) (1986). 
We consider contractors that manaqe ana operate DOE facilities 
as acting for the government. See Rosemount, Inc., B-218121, 
May 16, 1985, 85-1 CPD 1[ 556. The DOE operations and 
management prime contractor provides large scale management 
services to the government, and, as a result, generally has 
ongoing purchasing responsibility. Since the prime contractor 
effectively acts ds a ;niUaleman or conauit between the 
government and subcontractors, the contracts issued by tne 
prime contractor are said to be for the government. Ocean 
Enters., Ltd., B-221851, play 22, 1986, 65 Comp. Gen , 86-1 
CPU 11 479. The prime's subcontrdctors, however, are not, in 
effect, purchasing agents for the government, and therefore 
their procurements are not for the government. Since Lockwoocl 



Greene is a subcontractor of the prime management contractor, 
we will not review a procurement conducted by Lockwood Greene. 

The protest is dismissed. 
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